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Before taking up the position as Project Manager for Cultural Heritage with the OAS, Celia 

Toppin worked in Barbados as the Deputy Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Culture, Sports and 

Youth and as Director of Cultural Policy and Research in the Prime Minister’s Office. 

 

She has had many years of experience in the area of Culture at both the local and the 

international levels. 

 

She has represented Barbados on a number of regional and international organizations, 

including the Inter-American Committee on Culture of the Organization of American States, the 

Working Group on Cultural Diversity and Globalization of the International Network on Cultural 

Policy, and on a number of committees of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO). 

 

She worked for two years as the Executive Secretary to the Forum of Ministers of Culture of 

Latin American and the Caribbean. She represented the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Youth on the 

Boards of the National Cultural Foundation, Gymnasium Ltd., the Advisory Committee on 

Intellectual Property, the Council of the Barbados Museum and Historical Society, the National 

Commission for UNESCO. Celia holds a BA (Hons) degree in English and Spanish from Carleton 

University in Ottawa and an MSc in Culture and Society from the London School of Economics. 

 




